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Chairman Robert Nichols 
Senate Committee on Transportation 
Texas Senate 
201 E. 14th St. 
Austin, Texas 78701 
 
April 6, 2021 
 
 
Dear Chairman Nichols and Members of the Senate Committee on Transportation: 
 
We write to you in opposition to Senate Bill 1728 as filed. We understand the need for parity in roadway 
funding and agree that all users should pay for roadway consumption. However, we are opposed to the 
additional fee on natural gas vehicles included in the bill and ask that this portion be removed.  
 
To encourage the use of alternative fuel vehicles, the motor fuel tax rate for natural gas was set slightly 
lower than gasoline and diesel vehicles. Today, natural gas vehicles are the ONLY alternative fuel to pay 
the motor fuel tax. This tax is collected at the pump and remitted to the State Comptroller. 
 
The additional fee included in SB 1728 will demotivate the adoption of clean burning natural gas 
vehicles. Natural gas fleet operators already incur upfront additional costs with more expensive engines 
and refueling station costs for their commitment to cleaner air and national security. Now is not the 
time to increase fees and discourage utilization of Texas natural gas. 
 
Under SB 1728, there is a discrepancy among fuels and vehicle types. Natural gas is the only fuel that 
will pay across all vehicle weight classes.  All other alternative fuel, electric and hybrid vehicles have a 
cap at 10,000 pounds gross vehicle weight.   
 
Finally, the additional amount of anticipated revenue from natural gas vehicles through SB 1728 will 
likely be less than the administrative costs for the Texas Department of Vehicles to calculate and collect. 
In conclusion, the impact of SB 1728 to the natural gas vehicle owner will only increase additional fees 
and bureaucratic red tape, while decreasing the motivation to clean up our air and use natural gas, a 
domestic Texas energy source that creates jobs and funds roads, first responders, and schools.  Please 
join us and vote against SB 1728. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Members of the Texas Natural Gas Vehicle Alliance 
 
 


